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1. DEPARTMENT MADE "SUGGESTION" OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY FOR 
BELOGORSK THROUGH ATTORNEY GENERAL TO JUDGE OF FEDERAL 
DISTRICT COURT WHICH ISSUED WRITS OF ATTACHMENT. DEPART- 
MENT'S FINDING OF IMMUNITY MADE AFTER HEARING LEGAL 
ARGUMENTATION ON FEBRUARY 13 BY COUNSEL FOR AMERICAN 
PLAINTIEFS AND AMERICAN LAWYER REPRESENTING SOVIET EMBASSY. 
JUDGE ACCEPTED SUGGESTION AND REMOVED ATTACHMENT APPROXI- 
MATELY 1800 HOURS SEPT 14. BELOGORSK EXPECTED DEPART 
PROMPTLY. COPY OF "SUGGESTION " TO COURT AND EXCHANGE 

OF NOTES WITH SOVIET EMBASSY BEING POUCHED TO EMBASSY. 
EMBASSY MAY INFORM MFA. 
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2. PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS: 
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QUOTE. THE SOVIET VESSEL BELOGORSK WAS ATTACHED FRIDAY 
MORNING SEPTEMBER 7, IN WOODSHOLE, MASS., PURSUANT TO 
AN IN REM WARRANT OF ARREST ISSUED BY THE US DISTRICT 
COURT DISTRICT OE MASSACHUSETTS. AN ADDITIONAL WRIT OE 
ATTACHMENT HAS BEEN ISSUED BY THE SAME DISTRICT COURT 
AS A RESULT OE A COMPLAINT PILED BY A SECOND PLAINTIFF. 

THE BELOGROSK ARRIVED FIRST IN WOODSHOLE ON AUGUST 22 



TO BEGIN THIS YEAR'S ANNUAL COOPERATIVE FISHERIES 
RESEARCH PROGRAM WITH SCIENTISTS FROM THE NATIONAL 
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE LABORATORY AT WOODSHOLE. 

A PANEL OF SENIOR LAWYERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OP STATE 
HEARD ARGUMENTS SEPT 13 BY ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING THE 
SOVIET UNION AND TWO AMERICAN PLAINTIFPS CONCERNING THE 
QUESTION OF WHETHER THE BELOGORSK IS ENTITLED TO IMMUNITY 
FROM LEGAL PROCESS WHILE ENGAGED IN THE JOINT RESEARCH 
PROGRAM. 

THE DEPARTMENTHAVING CONSIDERED THE PACTS AND THE 
ARGUMENTS PRESENTED.REQUESTED THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO 
CAUSE SUGGESTION OF IMMUNITY TO BE FILED WITH THE 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT. END QUOTE RUSH 
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